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Abstract 


Resolution 233A in effect prejudges the outcome of 
negotiations on the crucial topics of borders, Jerusalem, 
and settlements. It does so in favor of the Palestinians, 
thereby circumventing and undermining the Oslo peace 
process that former U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry 
professed to protect and foster. The resolution rewards 
Palestinians for violating their commitment to negotiate 
directly with Israel and teaches them the (false) lesson 
that they can unilaterally impose their preferred outcome 
on Israel through international pressure. Therefore, 
Resolution 233A removes the incentive for the 
Palestinians to return to bilateral negotiations with 
Israel. 


Furthermore, the Obama administration's support for 
Resolution 233A suggests that the President tacitly gave 
his administration's support for the Palestinian strategy 
of trying to impose a solution on Israel from the outside, 
using international organizations and pressure to 
circumvent the bilateral negotiations stipulated in the 
Oslo Accords. To impose the solution the Palestinians 
want necessarily entails recasting Resolution 2A2 so that 
Israel cannot make use of it to retain any of the 
territories east of the 19A9 armistice line. 
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